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Grammaticalization of the structureir + estar + verb in the present participle
in cultured Brazilian Portuguese.

Laura da Cunha de Assis Lopes (Universidade ddP&éim)

The aim of this study is to identify the processgoghmmaticalization of the verb structure
formed by the verbs + estar (in the infinitive) + verb in the present partilgg“geriundio”),

in cultured Brazilian Portuguese. This linguistanstruction is commonly known as “gerun-
dismo”, the use of which is subject to a certaigrde of socio-linguistic stigmatization, de-
spite being used by cultured speakers of BrazMartuguese. The indiscriminate use of the
present participle, or “gerundio”, is widely crised, and there are controversies as to its ori-
gin. The communications media in Brazil have widgtyead the idea that this type of con-
struction comes from a mistranslation from EnglisiPortuguese. However, there seems to
be evidence that this structure comes from granual&ation processes in force in Brazilian
Portuguese, and not constituted under the influeh&nglish. This needs to be studied, since
there are no conclusive studies on this theme.elTaer at least two openings for a vertical-
ized investigation of the theme. The first is th&ctironic investigation which privileges real-
time change by recovering recurrent contexts itohsal documentation; the second is a de-
tailed descriptive study of the structure as iised by speakers in real situations. We believe
that the best strategy would be first of all to uwlbent the present usage, for to use a dia-
chronic approach without a previous descriptiorthaf synchrony would be the same as to
ignore the existence of real and continuous factee surrounding reality.

Moreover, diachrony requires greater scientifiperience to deal with the language in
other synchronies, which we will certainly gaimié start with a synchronic incursion.

Bearing in mind that the last to change are ndgnihle so-called cultured ways of
speaking, this study limits the proposed analysithis dialect. For this, we will use a mini-
mal sample of the Research Group “Grammatical Céfartbat is: 10 interviews with cul-
tured speakers from the city of Sdo Paulo, witbtal tof 5 hours of interviews and five more
samples of formal elocutions, recorded in publibates, lectures and classes. After identify-
ing all the occurrences of structuestar + present participle, we will identify cases iniah
the situation of use required placing the vierbefore it, followed or not by locative informa-
tion. From this data, we will carry out an exerage@nference of criteria which could be as-
sociated with these structures. In the third stagewill identify a sample in which these uses
are more recurrent in order to establish a couatetpvith the cases identified in the sample
of cultured Portuguese. As a way of controlling @oedntersigning the stigmatization borne
by the structures under analysis, we will thenycaut a test with two distinct groups of in-
formants: teachers of state schools at fundamemtdl high school level and non-teacher
speakers of the Portuguese language.

The results of the preliminary studies suggesdtttiere are germinal forms of this struc-
ture in Brazilian Portuguese and also that othecgsses of grammaticalization in force in the
language have influenced the formation of this akstructure .
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