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Contact-induced grammaticalization is a topic that has been given little attention so far, with 
the noticeable exception of Heine’s and Kuteva’s article in 2003, which according to its au-
thors “raises more questions than it is able to answer”. The present paper proposes to analyse 
in more detail the relation between grammaticalization processes and borrowing phenomena 
(as defined by Harris and Campbell 1995, § 6), based on a case-study in a local variant of 
Romanian. 
 In North-Western spoken Romanian, two nouns, meaning ‘wheel’ and ‘thread’, gram-
maticalized into movement particles which, together with a go-verb, have the meaning of 
‘round’ and ‘straight ahead’. This grammaticalization was strongly influenced by Hungarian, 
which possesses a rich system of such movement particles. 
 Although corresponding to Svorou’s (1993) clines of grammaticalization (noun to spa-
tial gram), the appearance, in this particular version of Romanian, of verbal modifiers out of 
nouns challenges a number of theoretical approaches: 
 
a.  The evolution of one of these modifiers – aflæ, ‘ahead’ – questions the identified source 

categories for grammaticalization, since it is a quite specialized noun, not likely to be 
grammaticalized at all. The choice of the word seems to be founded on a simple pho-
netic resemblance with the corresponding Hungarian particle àt-. 

b.  Typological: The appearance of ‘round’ and ‘ahead’ modifiers in Romanian is rather 
surprising since Romanian is a verb-framed language which completely lacks a category 
such as “verbal modifiers”. From this point of view, the existence of these two system-
organised modifiers calls for the question of the limits and pre-requisites of linguistic 
borrowing. 

c.  Areal: The linguistic Central European area involved here is not a very coherent 
Sprachbund (like the Baltic and Balkanic areas); on the other hand, the phenomenon 
studied here is clearly not an isolated one-to-one borrowing phenomenon: such deep 
grammatical changes also affected Serbo-Croatian, for instance. The depth of this areal 
grammaticalization, connected with other local phenomena, tends to prove that the Cen-
tral European area should be considered as a Sprachbund. 
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