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Getting going on a path
Old English noun phrase typology and the emer gence of the definite articlethe

Lotte Sommerer (University of Vienna)

The English articléhe developed out of the OE demonstratsef-seo-paetas an overt and
obligatory marker expressing definiteness in a sub§ NPs. The phenomenon has been in-
terpreted in the past as triggered by the lossamhinal morphology (cf. Philipsen 1887,
Christophersen 1939, Heinrichs 1954) or as funeatio@analysis towards or within DP struc-
ture (Lyons 1999, Osawa 2007, Philippi 1997). Mostbwever, the development has been
identified as a grammaticalization pgblar excellencgcf. Traugott 1982, Lehmann 1994,
Himmelmann 1997, Lyons 1999). However, the autheirekes that although some of these
accounts provide process schemes that looselyhditphenomena descriptively, they are
explanatorily weak and do not deal with the caudesther the actuation of the change or its
apparently irreversible spread within the populatio

This paper relates the fate of the article to ngymeerally observable patterns in the pre-
head components of OE definite NPs. It arguestti@increasing frequency of the OE de-
monstrative — which eventually lead to its gramewization — may reflect a tendency of
speakers to overproduce NP patterns that wereyhfggdjuent in Old English discourse and
therefore experienced as prototypical.

Empirically, the paper is based on a large quatnté analysis of definite NP types in
the Peterboroughand Parker Chronicles(as syntactically annotated in théCOE and
PPCME2. Theoretically, it takes a generalized Darwinggproach to language evolution
(cf. Dawkins 1989, Lass 1997, or Ritt 2004), in g¥hconstituents of linguistic competence
are regarded as neural association patterns (chehart & McClelland 1986) whose trans-
mission among speakers is driven by an imitatigtimet that manifests itself most promi-
nently in accommodation. The proposed frameworkdmpatible with frequency studies
(Bybee & Hopper 2001, Bybee 2003) which postulatg tt is the high token frequency of
grammaticizing phrases and its effect on cogniteesentations which provides the trigger-
ing device for many changes. Also, among othergghithe author’'s argument is grounded in
the concept of analogy — one of the leading meshasiin human cognition (Anttila 2003,
Fischer 2007).

Although arguments will be given why grammars ihicthh demonstratives are reinter-
preted as default definite determiners are likelyspread at the cost of grammars in which
they are not, the main focus of this paper willdmethe initiation of the change. It will be
shown that the reinterpretation of demonstrativedefault definite determiners seems to
have led to the increased production of the vepgs$yof NP patterns that had been frequent in
the first place. It will therefore be argued thiad¢ mergence of the definite article might be
interpreted as a ‘hyper-accomodation’ to what weseceived as the most common NP-types
in Old English discourse. Dealing with tiiéhyandHow of the earliest stage of emergence as
well as viewing the development as a type of fregyeand analogy effect, the present pro-
posal complements and adds to current alternaiexesv

References

Anttila, R. (2003). Analogy: The Warp and Woof ob@hition. In B. D. Joseph & Janda, J.
(eds.),The Handbook of Historical Linguistic426-440. Oxford: Blackwell.

Bybee, J. (2003). Mechanisms of change in gramualaation. The role of frequency. In B.
D. Joseph & Janda, J. (edshe Handbook of Historical Linguistic602-23. Oxford:
Blackwell.

http://wwwling.arts.kuleuven.be/nrg4/




NRG 4 New reflections on Grammaticalization 4. ivarsity of Leuven 16-19 July 2008

Bybee, J. L. & Hopper, P. (eds.), (200E)equency and the Emergence of Linguistic Struc-
ture. Amsterdam: Benjamins.

Christophersen, P. (1939)he Articles: A study of their Theory and Use irgksh. Oxford:
Oxford University Press.

Dawkins, R. (1989)The Selfish Gen@" e). Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Fischer, O. (2007)Morphosyntactic Change. Functional and Formal Pexgpres.Oxford:
Oxford University Press.

Heinrichs, H.M. (1954)Studien zum bestimmten Artikel in den germanis8prachenBei-
trage zur Deutschen Philologie I, Giessen.

Himmelmann, N.P. (1997 Deiktikon, Artikel, Nominalphrase: Zur Emergenz taktischer
Struktur[Lingusitische Arbeiten 362]. Tubingen: Niemeyer.

Lass, R. (1997)Historical Linguistics and Language Changéambridge: Cambridge Uni-
versity Press.

Lehmann, C. (1982)[1995T.houghts on GrammaticalizatioMunich: LINCOM Europa.

Lyons, C. (1999)DefinitenessCambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Osawa, F. (2007). The emergence of DP from a petigpeof ontogeny and phylogeny. In
Stark, E.; Leiss E. & Abraham, W. (eddNominal Determination. Typology, context
constraints, and historical emergendé&tudies in Language Companion Series 89].
(311-337). Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Philippi, J. (1997). The rise of the article in t@@rmanic languages. In Kemenade, A.v. &
Vincent, N. (eds.)Parameters of Morphosyntactic Chang@2-93). Cambridge: Cam-
bridge University Press.

Philipsen, H. (1887). Uber Wesen und Gebrauch dsiromten Artikels in der Prosa Konig
Alfreds (diss.). Greifswald.

Ritt, N. (2004).Selfish Sounds and Linguistic Evoluti@xford: Oxford University Press.

Robert, 1. & Roussou, A. (2003pyntactic Change. A minimalist approach to gramoaditi
zation [Cambridge Studies in Linguistics, 100]. Cambeddgcambridge University
Press.

Rumelhart, D.L. & McClelland, J.L. (1986arallel distributed processing: explorations in
the microstructure of cognitiol€ambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Traugott, E.C. (1982). From propositional to textalad expressive meanings: Some seman-
tic-pragmatic aspects of grammaticalization. Inrann, W. & Malkiel, Y. (eds.)Per-
spectives on Historical Linguistic45-271). Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Corpora

YCOE —York-Toronto-Helsinki Parsed Corpus of Old Engli3tose
PPCME2 -The Penn-Helsinki Parsed Corpus of Middle English
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