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From adjectiveto prefix
L exicalization and grammaticalization of French ancien/ nouveau + N

Kristel Van Goethem (K.U.Leuven and F.W.O.-Vlaaregr

It is a well-known fact that the borderline betwesmtax and compounding in French is
blurred: French compounds often resemble syntatitases (e.goillet d’entrée‘admission
ticket’) (cf. Zwanenburg 1992: 222). In line withr@s (1988), we believe that French com-
pounds can be situated on a continuum by detergihieir degree of fossilization (“degré de
figement”). In more modern terms, this gradual tsfim syntax to the lexicon can be de-
scribed as “lexicalization” (cf. Lehmann 2002, Ban & Traugott 2005).

In our paper, we will claim that, once lexicalize®me compounds undergo a further
process by which they end up as derivations. Thisncimplies that there is not only a con-
tinuum between syntax and compounding, but alsedet compounding and derivation. In
other words, it would mean that, just like Germalasioguages, French makes use of “af-
fixoids”, i.e. an intermediate class of elementda@tween stems and affixes (cf. ten Hacken
2000, Meesters 2002, Booij 2005a & 2005b). The gsedy which the stem of a compound
develops into an affix is not an instance of lekazdion, but will be motivated to illustrate a
particular case of grammaticalization (cf. Booi08@). From a theoretical point of view, this
means that lexicalization and grammaticalizatiol mot be considered converse, but com-
plementary (cf. Lehmann 2002, Brinton & Traugot02p

Previous studies have shown that prepositions gnayimaticalize into prefixes, under-
going an intermediate stage as “prefixoids” (cf. 82004 & 2005, Van Goethem 2006). In
our paper we will extend this perspective, takingjestive-Noun combinations as our case
study. We will investigate whether syntactic Adjglirases may also lexicalize into Adj-N
compounds and possibly further grammaticalize &dpN derivations, which would imply
that the adjectival component develops into a poédi or even into a true prefix. As a par-
ticular case study, we will analyze the French @djes ancien‘old’ and nouveau'new’.
From a comparative point of view, their study istigalarly interesting since their Dutch
counterpartoud ‘old’ and nieuw ‘new’ indeed seem to act as prefixoids in words such as
oud-leerling‘former pupil” andnieuw-realismeéNew-realism’, in which they can be substi-
tuted by the “true prefixestx- (e.g.ex-leerling‘ex-pupil’) andneo- (neo-realismeéNeoreal-
ism’).

On the basis of an extended corpus of Adj-N comtipns beginning with the French
adjectivesancien/ nouveautaken from lexicographicallLFi, VDFN) and textual databases
(Frantexy, we will study which stages of the above desdilexicalization and grammatical-
ization processes may be represented in moderrclirr&ross’s (1988) parameters, such as
the (im)possibility of nominalization (e.tg nouveau livre — la nouveauté du liwele nou-
veau-né - *la nouveauté du)pévill enable us to distinguish different degreddexicaliza-
tion between the Adj-N phrases and the compounids.|dxicalized combinations will be fur-
ther analyzed in terms of their position on thetcamum between compounding and deriva-
tion. Therefore we will apply semantic, formal gmegmatic parameters of grammaticaliza-
tion which indicate the degree décategorializatior{Hopper & Traugott 1993) of the adjec-
tive into a prefix, such age- or resemanticizatioilLehmann 1995, Marchello-Nizia 2006, ten
Hacken 2000), loss of grammatical inflection (aige _nouveaunée/ une nouvelle-ngand
increase in productivity (cf. Marchello-Nizia 20@6n Hacken 2000).
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