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Within the framework of grammaticalization theory there has been so far a deep debate, as 
well as disagreement, about the distinction and distinguishability of two concepts: grammati-
calization and lexicalization (Wisher 2000, Brinton 2002, Himmelmann 2004, Brinton & 
Traugott 2005). Although, as clearly argued by Lehmann (2002), the two phenomena are not 
simply mirror images of each other, there are more and more studies (cf. Haas 2007) that 
show how the two phenomena can be involved in the same linguistic development, both being 
processes of conventionalisation (Himmelmann 2004).  
 In this presentation, I would like to support this claim, i.e. the intertwining of lexicaliza-
tion and grammaticalization, through the analysis of the emergence of the Italian reciprocal 
l'un l'altro, which is diachronically well documented, and at its further development into an 
inflected marker of reciprocity, which still belongs to the language of youngest generation and 
to informal registers.  
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