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The present study uses multi-dimensional (MD) analysis (Biber 1988) to investigate the 
distribution of a varied set of linguistic features in blogs, with the goal of finding functional 
dimensions of variation that allow to distinguish between two opposing occupational sectors, 
the Humanities and Exact Sciences. The underlying assumption is that different people may 
use communicative tools differently, and that the sociolinguistic characteristics of language 
users can play a role in these differences. Therefore, in this paper, we zoom in on one such 
sociolinguistic characteristic, viz., occupational background, and on one communicative tool, 
viz., blogs as a specific type of computer-mediated communication (CMC). A blog corpus of 
9 million words (Schler et al. 2006) sampled across a wide range of topics and written by men 
in their twenties was analysed for this purpose. By means of a Python script (Van Rossum & 
Drake 2011), the corpus was annotated (Toutanova et al. 2003) for relevant linguistics 
features such as part of speech, interjections, netspeak and verb tense. The tagged corpus then 
functioned as the input for a frequency matrix, on which, once normalized, a factor analysis 
was carried out in R (R Development Core Team 2011) to identify quantitatively the co-
occurrence relations among the linguistic features. The interpretation of the four resultant 
factors reveals clear axes of variation, allowing to some extent to differentiate the professional 
sectors. Furthermore, insight is gained into certain functional tendencies across dimension 
borders. 
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