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WhyWhyWhyWhy thisthisthisthis topic?topic?topic?topic?
There are three reasons. First, a thematic reason: causal events and their linguistic

construal are one of the recurrent topics for worldwide linguists, e. g. English causal verbs
(Wolff, Song and Driscoll 2002), Dutch causatives doen and laten (Speelman & Geeraerts 2009,
Levshina 2011). Second, a lingual reason: it’s widely accepted that Mandarin Chinese has
developed from a synthetic language to an analytic one. Therefore, analytic causative
constructions become the main way of expressing causation in contemporary Chinese. Third,
a methodological reason: the usage-based multivariate model of causality defined in our
study on Dutch causatives (2009) shows that (both lexical and semantic) collocations with the
causative lexemes play a significant role in distinguishing them. This model now needs to be
tested cross-linguistically.
WhatWhatWhatWhat totototo study?study?study?study?

Within the general framework, our current research investigates seven mono-morphemic
analytic causatives in Mandarin Chinese, shǐ, lìng, ràng, jiào1, jiào2, gěi and yào. We address
the questions as follows: 1) is collocation a factor of significance, which influences the choice
between the seven causatives? 2) Among structural, lexical, semantic and conceptual
collocations, which sort of collocation has the optimal effect size? Or can we order them in
accordance with their impact on the differentiation of our lexemes? 3) Do any of them have
interactions with one another? How do they interact? 4) Besides the effected predicate V2 in
causative constructions as studied by Speelman & Geeraerts (2009), what other collocations
can we bring in to identify the (dis)similarities between Chinese analytic causatives, such as
modal verbs preceding our target?
WhatWhatWhatWhat stepsstepsstepssteps totototo take?take?take?take?

Applying a quantitative method to a large, lectally diverse corpus of non-elicited
language use (“Lect” is a cover term for all types of language varieties, like dialects,
regiolects, sociolects, registers and so on.), we extract our data from the UCLA Chinese
Corpus, which has one million tokens collected from written Chinese during the year 2000-
2005 and can be found at the following link:
http://www.lancs.ac.uk/fass/projects/corpus/UCLA/. We start from an investigation into
whether in our dataset there is any kind of fixation at play in the link between V2 and the
causative. We implement our analysis in the R project, use statistical tests to establish
significance, and look at effect size. Then we check the interaction of collocation parameters
through logistic regression analysis. To answer the fourth research question, we run the
model with other collocates to gauge their effect.
WhatWhatWhatWhat resultsresultsresultsresults totototo expect?expect?expect?expect?

The results are expected to show the collocational behavior of seven analytic causatives in
Chinese, their preference and variation. Being part of our ongoing project, this study may
serve in its turn as a comparison or contrast with the analysis of Dutch causatives.
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